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ASSYMETRICAL ANTENNAE IN THE HAWTHORN SHIELDBUG
ACANTHOSOMA HAEMORRHOIDALE (L.)

E. G. Hancock

Department of Natural History, Glasgow Museums and Galleries, Kelvingrove, Glasgow,

Strathclyde G3 SAG.

A male specimen of the hawthorn shieldbug, Acanthosoma haemorrhoidale (L.),

was sent from Ardrossan, Ayrshire, to Glasgow Museums as an enquiry in early

January, 1992. There is a problem with this species in Scotland because the only readily

available source of information (Southwood & Leston, 1959) is considerably out of

date in details of distribution. This tends to be off-putting to those who get as far

as identifying the animal correctly but tend not to believe the evidence of their own
eyes in the light of the apparent fact that it does not occur north of Yorkshire.

Furthermore, this particular example is pecuHar in that the left antenna has four

joints while the right has five (Figure 1). The key to famihes uses the number of

antennal joints as one of the couplets. It distinguishes the shieldbugs (five joints)

from other families (four joints). Obviously following the wrong choice could

result in an erroneous identification or plain bewilderment. The advisabihty of

checking both halves of insects for bilateral variation in details of structure is thus

reinforced.

Fig. 1. Acanthosoma haemorrhoidale (L.), the hawthorn shieldbug showing assymetrical

antennae.
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Table 1 . Relative antennal joint lengths.
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